
Sokrates Grundtvig Learning Partnership 2011 - 2013
Volkshochschule Schrobenhausen e. V.

Water and Life

Schrobenhausen Meeting 
2.  – 4. July 2013



Water and life

From 2011 to 2013

Partners: Crete, Corsica, Germany, Spain

Objectives: 
►Water, ecology, and quality of urban life
►Virtual Water  concept
►Water, water rates and privatisation



Water management in Germany

 Consumption: 5,1 milliards litres/year 
(122 litres per day per capita)

 Origin of water: 65 % ground water,  
21 % surface water, 9 % wells 

 Water works: 90 % public utilities 
(more than 6000, often very small) 



Water privatisation: Reality

 Increases in consumer water rates
 The poor can‘t pay for their water bills
 Lack of investment in water infrastructure
 Jobs killed and trade unions threatend
 Pollution and enviromental problems
 More public cots for the benefit of shareholders.
 Protests and social turmoil.



Water privatisation
 is an excellent  way to sell bad water    

for good (i. e. high) prices

 is an excellent way to produce 
impoverished communities and ever 
richer big international private 
companies 



Consumer water rates in Germany

Average water rate 
in Euro for 
consuming of 
80 m3 in a year 
(2008) in 
different 
German states.

German average:
189,56 €



Consumer waste water 
rates in Germany

Average waste 
water rate in 
Euro for 
consuming of 
80 m3 in a year 
(2008) in 
different 
German states.

German average:
229,50 €











Findings (I)
 Out of ten towns with the highest water 

prices: 6 private companies, 3 formally 
privatised or partly privatised companies 
and 1 public company 

 Out of ten towns with the lowest water 
prices: 8 public companies and 2 formally 
privatised or partly privatised companies 

 Also very small public utilities are able to 
offer very low water rates.



Findings (II)

The most expensive towns:



Findings (III)

The least expensive towns:



Thank you!

Thank you!
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